This paper examines why the radical approach to politics of President Rodrigo Duterte, halfway into his term, has not overcome the predatory nature of the Philippine state. The predatory nature of the state implies that politics in the country is still defined by vested interests. The struggle of the Filipino is largely due to the structural nature of the injustices suffered by the country. Duterte's brand of politics is antagonistic. The president is a polarizing figure. Despite the declaration that he will punish corrupt officials, traditional politicians and elite clans continue to rule the land with impunity.
Bureaucrats became tools of corrupt rule. This is apparent in provinces and cities that are dominated by political dynasties.
The Philippine state even after the People Power Revolt of 1986 is a paralyzed form of democracy that has been subordinated to the vested interests of traditional politicians and corporate masters.
Since the time of President Manuel L. Quezon, the traditional politician remains to be the boss in Philippine society. Bosses, Sidel (1999) argues, "are predatory power brokers who achieve monopolistic control over both human and economic resources within given territorial jurisdictions or bailiwicks."
Business interests and the politics of money mix up in the Philippines. The businessman, who often monopolizes the trading of goods of a locality controlled by a few, finances the politician because the former expects the latter to protect his profit-making ventures. This scheme is mutually beneficial for both but is dangerous to the basic welfare of the people. Nathan Quimpo (2005) thinks that "too much democracy is bad for the Philippines" (Elemia, 2019) .
Pacquiao, who is also building his own dynastic rule in Sarangani Province, has the highest number of recorded absences in the Senate (Talabong, 2019 "your concern is human rights, mine is human lives" (Villamor, 2018 In this regard, critics contend that the president is a danger to Philippine society (Panarina, 2017) .
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According to Michael Cullinane (2003), "bureaucrats who were appointed to implement the new laws more often than not abused them." The ilustrados 
